Jesus wanted the people to understand how God looks at
our hearts. So he told them a story.

One day two men went to the temple to pray. The first man
was a Pharisee. He was respected by many, because he kept
all the religious rules very strictly. People looked up to him —
and he was proud of it.

When the Pharisee entered the temple, he walked right up
to the front. He stood tall, lifted his head, and began to pray
loudly so everyone could hear:

“God, | thank you that | am not like other people — not like
the ones who steal or lie. | fast twice a week and give
money to the poor. And | am surely better than that tax
collector back there.”

The second man was a tax collector. Most people disliked
tax collectors, because they often took too much money
and kept it for themselves. But this man’s heart was heavy.
He knew he had done wrong. He stood far in the back of the
temple, quietly, not daring to lift his eyes toward heaven. He
beat his chest with his hand and whispered:

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Please forgive me.”

Jesus looked at the hearts of both men. The Pharisee
bragged about everything he had done, but he was not truly
honest with God. The tax collector, however, admitted his
faults and sincerely asked for forgiveness.

So Jesus said: “I tell you the truth: It was not the proud
Pharisee, but the humble tax collector who went home right
with God. For everyone who lifts themselves up will be

brought down, and whoever humbles themselves will be
lifted up.”

The people who listened to Jesus were surprised. They
thought the Pharisee must surely be the better man. But
Jesus explained that God sees differently. He does not look
at loud words or how many rules we follow. God rejoices in
an honest heart that asks for help.

And this is what we can learn: When we make mistakes, we
can tell God everything. He gladly forgives us. He gives us
his love — not because we are perfect, but because we come
to him with honesty.

Source: Luke 18:9-14
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