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Good Friday at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, April 8, 2023 
 

We gather in silence 
 

Prelude         Dubravko Pajalic 
 
Opening words:  
 
P: On this Good Friday, we contemplate the good news of the cross: 
C: how Christ our Lord stretched out his arms  
P: to embrace a world of suffering and sin; 
C: how Christ our Lord stretched out his arms to save us.  
All: Lamb of God, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, grant us peace.  
 
Gathering Hymn: 629, 1 – 3: Abide with me  

 
Prayer of Confession and Forgiveness  
 
We thought nothing of him. He was oppressed and afflicted.  
We hid our faces from him. He bore our sickness and sin. 
We believed God was punishing him. We, like sheep, have gone astray.  
Yet he, like a lamb, was led to the slaughter.  
Lamb of God, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, grant us peace.  
 
P: Surely, Jesus Christ has borne our sin. By his wounds we are healed. 
 
Words from Psalm 22:  
P: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the 
words of my groaning?  
C: O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.  
P: Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.  
C: I was cast upon you; from my mother's womb you have been my God.  Do not be far from me, 
for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
P: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.                                                             C: 
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.  
P: I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.  
C: They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.   
P: But you, O LORD, be not far off;  
C: O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 
 
Reading from Isaiah 53, 4 – 11: Surely, he took up our pain 
 
Prayer of the Day  

 
Hymn # 358, 1 – 3: Ah, Holy Jesus  
 



  

Reading of the passion of Jesus Christ according to John 
 
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his 
disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his 
disciples. So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen 
to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?"  
ALL: "Jesus of Nazareth."  
Jesus said to them, Jesus: "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said 
to them, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. So he asked them again, "Whom do you 
seek?"  
ALL:  "Jesus of Nazareth."   
Jesus:“ I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go."                                     
So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him.  
 
Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters, Pilate his name. It was 
early morning. Pilate asked him: "What accusation do you bring against this man?" They answered him:  
ALL: "If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you."  
But after Pilate had talked to Jesus, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, 
"I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So 
do you want me to release to you the Jesus?  
ALL: "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put 
it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, and struck him with their hands. 
Pilate went out again and said to them, “ See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I 
find no guilt in him."  
So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold the 
man!" When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out,  
ALL: "Crucify him, crucify him!" Then he handed him over to be crucified.    

Hymn # 353, 1 & 2: Were You There                                     

 
 
 
So, they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called “The Place of a Skull”, 
which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 
side, and Jesus between them. So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were 
his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all was now finished, said: "I am thirsty."   They brought him a jar full of sour wine stood 
there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus 
had received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 
                                                         Silence 
 



  

Hymn  # 353, 4 & 5: Were You There   
 
Short Meditation 

 
Hymn # 351, 1 - 3: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 
Holy Communion 

 
Prayer  
Words of Institution  
Lord’s Prayer  
Invitation to the Table  
 
Postlude  

 
We leave in Silence 

 


